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Abstract 

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to explore the hierarchy of power in sports. This study 

was based on Michel Foucault’s concept of power to analyze the phenomena of power in sports. 

Methods: This study, based on poststructuralist social science theory. An observation and 

semi-structured interview was utilized to collect data by the researchers. An in-depth interview 

conducted with six athletes and coach who had experienced in the hierarchy of power in sports, the 

data coding were through thematic analysis and comparative analysis. Results: The results of this 

study were: (1) Michel Foucault counterview of power: The power was negative and restrictive, the 

power was a part of legislation, the power was prohibit to bridle. (2) Michel Foucault's Concept of 

power: power and resist were coexisting, there was complexing relations, power was not fixed of 

purpose and direction. (3) Power to gaze. (4) self-imprisonment. Conclusion: In addition to power 

oppress from top to bottom, it was also found reverse power resistance. It illustrated that exquisite 

power has to permeate in hierarchy in sports. Furthermore, senior’s inappropriate discipline and 

junior’s resistance to senior’s discipline issue will be a specific issue for further research. 
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